100      MY TRAVELS IK THE EAST
there    are    Buddhists,     Mohammedans     and
Christians living side by side.   They live  most
peacefully with their neighbours of different faiths.
About 85% of the population are agriculturists
and the rest are engaged in different professions.
China, perhaps, is the second poorest
PROFESSION    country in the world. The poorest of
them are the peasants who work hard
day and night, but yet they can not earn their
bread. In the fields both the sexes work, but still
they have to starve. The reason, perhaps, is that
they are over taxed and over and above this there are
natural calamities, such as, scarcity of water and
floods to which they fall victim now and   then.
They are suffering partly because of the   low
prices of the agricultural products and the high
prices of the industrial products most of   which
they buy from the foreign lands. To remove the
miseries of the people Late   Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
chalked  out  a  programme,   but   it could  not
be   given    a    practical   shape because  of  the
untimely  death   of  the    great   patriot.   After
his   death   the   country   was    plunged    into
political chaos from which she has not recovered
yet,   So   the   government   can   not   pay due
attention to the causes of the mass on whose
stemgth they are   existing to-day.